FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
All the progress recorded was financially healthy. The U.S.S.R.
was not increasing its output by using up its capital, as was alleged
by its critics abroad. On the contrary, capital accumulation was
taking place in every branch of the national economy. The total
basic capital of the country on October i, 1925, was 51,000 million
roubles. By October i, 1928, it had risen to 57,469 million roubles,
an increase in these years of over 8,000 million roubles.
The trend away from capitalism in production had been well
maintained as a comparison with the figures of two years earlier
demonstrate.
Naturally, with the growth of the national economy, the number
of workers employed therein had also risen. They increased from
9,808,000 in 1925-26 to 11,600,000 in 1927-28; this in turn reflected
itself in trade union membership, which rose from 7,300,000 on
January i, 1926, to 10,390,000 on January i, 1928.
As already explained in the last chapter, the Soviet Government
had decreed a maximum eight-hours day. In January 1928 a
beginning was made with the introduction of a maximum seven
hours day. It was first introduced in a number of enterprises in
the textile industries, and when reports were issued in May re-
garding its application during the first four months, the authorities
found that, despite a number of mistakes due to lack of preparation,
the experiment had borne good results. Output had increased in
these enterprises and 13,000 unemployed1 workers had obtained
employment.
Now to turn to agriculture: The area under grain in 1926was
230,156,000 acres, but the area originally cultivated in 1928 was
236,604,200. In the latter year, however, the crops failed in an area
of 15 million acres in the Ukraine, which reduced the actual area
under grain cultivation by nearly 9 million acres below the 1926
figures. Notwithstanding this reduction the grain harvest in 1928
1 At this period unemployment had not been abolished in the U.S.S.R.
In 1926-27 there were 1,353,000 unemployed; on April i, 1928, this
number was 1,576,000. This problem had been created in the main by the
flow of peasants to the towns.